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The Official Vision for Giving Back
Gene Casey/New Haven Chaprer holds its -*F‘Srh anmiial Em:r}qum
any define football as a game of perseverance. It
aches us that when you get knocked down in hife,
yeu get back up. You don't grve up, 2008 Distingashed
Arencan Award Winner David Holdwright delrvered
that message loud and clear at the Gene Casey'New Ha-
ven Chapter’s 45th anxmal barguet March 30.
Holdwrigle, a lovg-ome and highhy-respected col-
football c—ﬂ%ng? Jod a active H&Ii?flc&:n:mij.' seTvice
with the Spacial Obvmpics, the US. Arry Feserve, and
mmchmore. Three vears ago, he permanenthy lost has eve- |
T . 1 1 3 L Yida Bouad scbola-ablons Al Thomai 'h-:-..-.'li BT Vb reanda.
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back and contimies to lve an actne hife, vohuteerme mn the YL T
Cconmmnity and serving as a tre nspiration £r all
With more than 400 people in attendance, the
chapter honored 29 scholar-athletes, inchuding five class
presadents, and dismibuted a total of $6,300 n scholar.
shipe. Honoree Alex Thomas from Ansoma HS fimshed
hus remarkable career with Connecticut records for
career rashing yards (8,261) and career touchdowns (114),
e300 m:]:u'ug vards [.1 38 and season TD's (47, He
capped lus semor year by leading hos team tc- the state
championship and plans to play at Yale next fall
Addizonal boworees wnchuded Dona I,.'lmnnt
who received the Chapter Merit Service Award: Ralph  Con Jieis sroece e Corocs.» i & Scunt pe s 3 e i
Zinarella, who claimed the Official Recognition Award, b Vuisy Seseiariip. Purd = 2 ik, Cocvos 31 3mted L ces s 4 1
and Sevmour High School head faotball coach Paul '
Sponheimer who accepted the Coach of the Year Award.
Chapter President Bill O°'Brien continues to
ensure the chapter remains m the vanguand of the promo-
ton of ansateur football m the remon by s,q:p-s:rni:uz thres
local Play It Smart Programs; staging fall dinner meet-
ngs and 2 pr&Tham:mxmm-:l:ﬁ dinmer; and host-
mthal of Fame Classic Game between the Al Stars T——— "
from New Haven and Fairfield counries. m Robaes Lot (rmes HE) ad Toemns Naevee Dhasines o ok
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Chapter Fretident Bill O Braea addreces the 2008 Geos Canay Wew
Sponhetnoer Docsa Lizocoe, Dieid Holdooiph md Fakh Toroela Haven Chapter Scholas-Athlenss af the chapeer's spong banamee.
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